CONCERNED that a report commissioned by the International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO) concluded that less than one per cent of lands used for timber production in ITTO producer nations is under sustainable forms of management; RECOGNIZING that at its 8th Council Session in Denpasar, Bali, ITTO responded to this analysis by setting a target date of the year 2000 by which all tropical timber traded internationally should come from sustainably managed forests; COMMENDING the decision by ITTO at its 8th Council Session to adopt an international reference standard for guidelines on best practice to achieve forest management; WELCOMING ITTO's encouragement of all its member States to develop and implement national guidelines based on this reference standard; NOTING that ITTO producer countries have expressed their willingness to move towards sustainable forest management, but have called for increased international support for their efforts, notably in the form of increased prices for timber exports, further domestic processing facilities, and increased international development assistance for forest conservation; WELCOMING the adoption by ITTO at its 9th Council Session of a comprehensive Action Plan centred on the Organization's unique role as an international forum for the development of policies for the widespread implementation of sustainable forest management; 7. URGES ITTO to take its place as a world leader in the conservation of tropical forests by concentrating its activities on the interface between the dual imperatives of conservation of biodiversity and the maintenance of the forests' potential for the production of timber and other products.
